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A Contrastive Study of Motion-Verb Auxiliary Constructions 
in Japanese and Chinese 

ZHAO Rongjunzi 

This paper examines the grammatical characteristics and usage of motion-verb auxiliary 

constructions in both Japanese and Chinese. First, we review previous studies of Japanese 

and Chinese auxiliary verb constructions that contain motion verbs as auxiliaries. 

Particular focus is placed on their affirmative and negative forms and grammatical 

features, such as the position of the subject of the action or the scope of negation, and on 

such types of sentences where the object of movement is an inanimate noun. Next, 

motion-verb auxiliary constructions are classified into movement, sequential, 

simultaneous, and pseudo-simultaneous uses. 

Keywords: Motion-verb auxiliary construction, Spatial movement, Time lapse, Malefactive 

1.

( �� ) ( ��

) (1) (2) 

(3) 

(1)

(2)

( ) 

(3)      (  1995: 110 (6)) 

(1)(2) ��

V V  



 

 - 58 - 

(4)(5) 

��

V V

(4) -

   (       -    CL   ) 

   

 

(5) -  

   (3SG    -    CL    ) 

 

2

3

4 5

(i) 

( ) (2009) (1984) (2007)  (1994)  

 (1995)  

(2009: 130) V V

(1984: 30-32) 

(6) (7) 

 

(6)   a / ��:  

 b / ��:  

       / ��:( )  



 14  

 - 59 - 

(7)      a  ��:  

    b( )            ��:  

         ��:  

(2007: 68-69) 1 V V

4

 

   

1 ( 2007: 69 ) 

 

 (1994: 90-97) V V

 (8) (9) (10)  (11) 

 (12)  (13) 

 (14)  

 

(8) (  1994: 90) 

(9) (  1994: 91) 



 

 - 60 - 

(10) (  1994: 92) 

(11)   (  1994: 93) 

(12)     (  1994: 93)

(13)     (  1994: 93)

(14)  

(  1994: 95)

 (1995) V

4  (1995) 

 

V  (1997:186-187)  (15)(16) 

 

 

(15)   (  1997:186 (22)) 

(16)   (  1997:186 (23)) 

 

V (2019) Otsuka (2019)

 (2000)  (2011)  

(2019: 127) V

V-

V-

 

(1989: 53)  (17) 

 

   

(17) [ ]     (  1989: 53 (31)) 

 

Otsuka (2019: 70)  (18) 

 (19) 

 



 14  

 - 61 - 

 

(18) ?  

               (Otsuka  2019: 70  (7b)) 

 

(19) ?

                                               (Otsuka  2019: 70  (7c)) 

 (2000: 18)  (20)(21) 

 (22a) (22b) 

 (23) 

 

 

(20) ( )       (  2000: 18 (37)) 

(21)        (  2000: 18 (38)) 

(22) a. *                                (  2000: 18 (40a)) 

    b.   (  2000: 18 (40b)) 

(23) a. *  (  2000: 18 (42c)) 

    b.     (  2000: 18 (42d)) 

 

 (2011: 91)  (24a)  (24b) V

(24b) 1

  

 

(24) a. ( )        (  2011: 91 (87a)) 

    b. ( )  (  2011: 91 (87b)) 

 

(ii) 

V V  (2005)(2019)

 (2008)  (2015) 

 (2019: 56) Vxy Vx Vy

 
1  (2011: 90) 

 



 

 - 62 - 

(25)x: ( ; ), ( ; ), ( ), ( ), ( ), ( ), (

) y: ( ), ( ) (  2019: 56)

 

 (2005 :90-94) 

V V

V 3

 (2005)(2019)  

 

(26) V (�� )

(27) V (�� )

(28) V (��

) V (��

)

 (2008: 110) 

(2000: 

151) 

 (2015: 180-181) , ,

, , ,

( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ,

 

(iii) 

(2000)  (2008)

(2000) 



 14  

 - 63 - 

 (2008: 132) 1

, ,

,

[ 1] (  2008: 132)

�� (# ) ��

 (2008: 117)  (29) 
2

 (30)-(34) ��

+  

 

(29) -

(needle   exchange-come   PRTCS) 

  / (  2008: 117 (7c)) 

(30) -

(  -  1+2)

( 2012: 20 9’ )

(31)    (  2018: 24 (17)) 

(32) ( ) 

(  2018: 24 (18)) 

(33) 

(34)           

 
2  (2008: 116) y yVR

 



 

 - 64 - 

 ( 1995: 124 (91b)) 

(1987: 46) V

 (35) 

(35)       

( 1987: 46 (15)) 

 

(36a) V (36b)

(37)

(36) a. * -

       (  - ) 

 

b. 

      ( )

 

(37) a. * 

       (  NEG   ) 

  b. *                     

      (    NEG    ) 

 

c.

 (   NEG     ) 

1 2 (2005: 177) 

�� ( ) V



 14  

 - 65 - 

2 (38a)
3 (38b)  

(38) : a.  
 

 
 b. : ? ?  

: ( ) 

 

(1995: 122-123) 

(39a) (39b) 

(40a) (40b) 

 

 

(39) a.                     ( 1995: 123 (80a)) 

    b.   ( 1995: 123 (80b)) 

 

(40) a. ( 1995: 123 (81a)) 

    b. ( 1995: 123 (81b)) 

 

[ 2]  [ 2]

1 2

 

 

 
3  (2010: 197) 

( )
 (2010: 141-142) 1

(�� �� ) (��
�� ) 2  (2005: 21) 

 
�� ��  :  
�� ��   :  

 :  



 

 - 66 - 

[ 2]  

��

V ��

��

V

1  

2

V V

 (2020) 

2  (41)  

 

(41)                               ( ) 

 

 (42) (43)  (44) 

(43) (44) 

 (1990) (1995) (42)

(43) (44)  

 

(42)      ( ) 

(43)  

(44)  ( ) 

 

(45) (46) 

 (1995) 

 (45)  (46)  

 

(45)  

(46)  

 

 



 14  

 - 67 - 

4.1

(47) 

(48) 

(49) 

(47) 

(48) 

(49) a. 

   b. ( 1995: 123 (89))

(50) 

(51) 

(52) �� (2000: 119)

(53)(54) ( ) V

 

(50) 

(51) 

(52) 

(53) ( 2000: 119 (17)) 

(54) ( 2000: 119 (18)) 

4.1.1  
 (1990: 58) (

) ( ) V

 (55)(56) 

V  (57)(58) 

 (58) V

 

 

(55) * (  1990: 58) 

(56) * (  1990: 58) 



 

 - 68 - 

(57) -

  (1SG  PREP     CL    PREP  - 1+2) 

 

(58) 

  (   PREP   1+2) 

   

 (1990: 59) (

)  (59)(60) 

 (61)(62) 

��  (63) V

 (64) V  

 

(59) * (  1990: 59 (43))

(60) * (  1990: 59 (44)) 

(61)  

(62)  

 

(63) - -

  (3SG  - - 1+2) 

   

(64) -

   (3SG       1   - )

4.1.2  
(1995: 117) V

 (65) 

V  (68) 

 

 



 14  

 - 69 - 

(65)                              ( 1995: 117 (44)) 

(66) -

 (1SG     - ) 

  

(67)  ( 1995: 117 (45))

(68) -

 (1SG     - ) 

  

(1995: 117-118)  (65)  (67) 

 (69)(70) (67) (65) 

V  (71)  (72) ( )

 

(69) * 4                    ( 1995: 117 (44’)) 

(70)                    ( 1995: 117 (45’)) 

 

(71) -

(1SG  - ) 

  

(72) -

   (1SG  - ) 

  

 (1995: 118) ��

 (73) 30 �� (74) 

 

 
4  (1995: 118) 

 



 

 - 70 - 

(73) 30   ( 1995: 118 (46)) 

(74) 6       ( 1995: 118 (47)) 

(73) (75) V

�� 30 �� (76a) 

(76b) 

 

 

(75) 30   

  (           1   30    1+2) 

   30

 

(76) a. 6   

      ( 6       1 ) 

     6

 

    b. 6    

     ( 6      ) 

    6  

4.1.3  
(1995: 119)  (77) ��

�� ��

�� ��  (79) 

 (80) V

 

(77)                          ( 1995: 119 (54)) 

(78)  

    (      ) 

    

 

(79) 2  

( 1995: 120 (65)) 



 14  

 - 71 - 

 

(80) 

 (1SG    GEN     1 CL   GEN  )

2

(1990: 62)  (81) 

( )  (82) 

 (83) 

 

(84) 

 

(81)                          (  1990: 61 (63)) 

(82)                              (  1990: 62 (64)) 

 

(83) -

   (3SG   -   1+2) 

   

(84) -

    (3SG       -   1+2) 

    

(1990: 62) 

V  (87) 

 (88) 

2

 

(85)  (  1990: 62 (65)) 

(86)  (  1990: 62 (66)) 

 

 



 

 - 72 - 

(87)            - -                

    (1SG   - -      CL   ) 

   

(88) 

    (1SG     1      CL   ) 

   

(1995: 120) 

(1995: 120) (89) 

(91) 

 (90) 

(89) a. ( 1995: 120 (66a)) 

   b. * ( 1995: 120 (66b))

 

(90) a. 

      (          1  ) 

     

 

    b. 

  (       1  ) 

      

(1995: 120)  (91a)(91b) 

 (91b) 

(91a) 

 (91b) 

 (91a) (91b) 



 14  

 - 73 - 

(91b)  (92) 

(91) a. ( 1995: 120 (67a))

   b. ( 1995: 120 (67b)) 

(92) 

( 1995: 120 (68)) 

 

 (93a) V

 (93b) V

 

(93) a. * -

  (     -   1  ) 

      ( : ) 

   b. -  

(     -   1  ) 

     

 

4.2  
 (1995: 128) 2

 (1995: 128) ��

 (94b)(95b) 

2

(95a)  

 

(94) a. * ( 1995: 128 (128a)) 



 

 - 74 - 

    b. ( 1995: 128 (128b)) 

(95) a. * ( 1995: 128 (130a)) 

    b. ( 1995: 128 (130b)) 

 (96)(97) 

�� V  

 

(96) a.                   b.  

  ( )              ( ) 

     

 

(97) a. -

    (1SG     GEN  1 - )

    b.       -  

  ( GEN   1 - )

 

 (1995: 129)  (98) 

 

(99)  (100) 

(100) 

 

 

(98)        ( 1995: 129  (132)) 

(99)    ( 1995: 129  (133)) 

(100)     ( 1995: 129  (134)) 

 

 (101a)(101b) V+

1+2 V  (102a) V

(103a) V (103b) 

(103c) V



 14  

 - 75 - 

 

(101) a. b. - -

     ( 1+2) ( - - 1+2) 

 

(102) a. *  - /         b.         

( - /   1+2)  (    1+2) 

 /          

 

(103) a. * - b. ? -  

      ( -  1+2)      ( -  1+2) 

( : ) ( : ) 

c.       -         

 ( -   1+2)  

 

4.2.1
 (1995: 130)  (104) 

(105) 

(106) ( )

( )  

 

(104) ?? ( 1995: 130  (138)) 

(105) 20 ( 1995: 130  (139)) 

(106) a. * 10  

     b. * 10  

 

V  (107) 

(108) 

(109) 

 

 



 

 - 76 - 

(107) - -

     ( - -   1+2) 

(108) 20  -

   ( 20      1   - ) 

20

 

(109)        10      - -

     (  PREP   10        - -   1+2) 

10

 

 (1995: 130) 

 (111) 

 

 

(110) 1  

(111) a. * - -

       ( - - ) 

( : 1 ) 

   b. - -

   ( - - ) 

1

(2000: 120-121) ( )

 (113) V �� V

(112) ? ( 2000: 121 (3)) 

(113) * - - - -

(   2   - - - - 2)



 14  

 - 77 - 

 (1995: 133) 

 (114b)(115b) 

(114) a. ( 1995: 133  (152a))

b. * ( 1995: 133  (152b)) 

 

(115) a. ( 1995: 133  (153a))

b. *   ( 1995: 133  (153b)) 

 (116) V

(117) V

 

(116) a.   b.  

     ( 1  1SG)     (1SG  1   ) 

 

(117) a. - -

      ( PREP 1SG - - 1+2)                             

    b. - -

    (1SG PREP  - - 1+2)                           

 (1995: 133) 

 



 

 - 78 - 

(118) ( 1995: 133  (154)) 

(119) *  ( 1995: 133  (155)) 

 

V

 

 

(120) - -

  (1SG PREP DEM  CL - - 1+2) 

(121) - -

   ( CL    1SG PREP  DEM  CL - -  ) 

4.2.2  
 (1995: 136) ��

 (122)  (123) 

V

 

 

(122) 30   ( 1995: 136  (172)) 

(123)  ( 1995: 136  (173)) 

(124) ( 1995: 137  (174)) 

 

 (125) �� V

 

(125) 

    (             ) 



 14  

 - 79 - 

4.3
(2008: 253-254) (126)(127)

( ) /

(128)

(126) 

(  2008: 253 (19))

(127) ,

  (  2008: 254 (20))

(128) (  2008: 254 (21)) 

(1995)

(benefactive)

(malefactive)  

 

(129) 5 ( 1995: 125  (95))

(130)  ( 1995: 125  (96))

(131)  ( 1995: 125  (97)) 

 (132) V

 

(132) 

   (       1   )

 
5  (1995: 125) ��

 



 

 - 80 - 

(133) 

     (    1   ) 

     

 (1990: 58) 

( )  

 

(134)               

(  1990: 58 (31)) 

(135)                   

(  1990: 58 (32)) 

( )

(141)-(143) V V

(141) V (144) V

(136) *                             (  1990: 59 (38))

(137) ??  (  1990: 59 (39))

(138)   (  1990: 59 (37)) 

(139)   (  1990: 59 (41))

(140) (  1990: 59 (42))

(141) 

     (  1SG   1+2)

(142)    -    

   (  PREP  1SG   1 - )



 14  

 - 81 - 

 

(143) 

   (  1    )

(144) -

     ( PREP     1 - )

(145) 

    (DEM  CL      -  1  )

4 3 3

 

[ 3]   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V  “V ”  

��

 

V /

 

“V ”“V ” 

 

 

   

 ��   

 

 

 

 

 

   

��  

 

“ ”+ “ ”+

 

 

 

“ ”+ “V ”

 



 

 - 82 - 

 

 

 

“ ”+  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

��

 

  V+ 1+2 “V

”  

  “V ”  

  “V ”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 “ ”

 

��   “V ” ��

“V ”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

:“V ” “V

”

 

: “V ” 

“ …

”  

 

 V

 

“ ”

 

 

 

“V / ” “

V” “V ”  



 14  

 - 83 - 

1

BCCWJ  

 

CL: DEM: GEN: NEG : PREP: SG: V:

 ��: ��: 1 :

2 : 1+2 : 1

2 V

 

 

  (2015) . 

     (2000) 

. 

  (1990) V V 9(5).54-66. . 

Otsuka Hiroko (2019) JAPANEDU:Jurnal 

Pendidikan dan Pengajaran Bahasa Jepang (4)2.64-73. 

  (1984) 

(34).25-34. 

  (2008) 

( ) .241-257. 

  (1995) V Language, Information, and Text 2(01):109-143. 

  (2018) 2 V V

 157 .22-27. 

  (2000) 151-164.

. 

  (2011) . 

 (2020) :

. 

  (2019) V-

(3).127-141. 



 

 - 84 - 

(1987) — —

(6)10.40-48. 

 ( ) (2009) 2 3  4

 

  (1989) / / Sophia 

Linguistica : Working Papers in Linguistics (27).47-56. 

  (1997) 2 . 

  (2005) . 

  (2010)  . 

  (2019) ( )

( ) . 

  (1994) . 

  ( ) (2022) . 

  (2000) 

(105).11-20. 

  (2007)  = 

Journal of the College of Humanities ( ).(17)67-81. 

 (2008) 

109-142. 

Lamarre Christine (2017)  ( ) 95-128.

. 

 

 

  (2012) V V ( V V

) 1 .104-112. 

 

 

 


