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Abstract

The aim of this study is to compare caries prevalence, oral hygiene habits, physical growth and dietary habits
between public and private schoolchildren in Mandaue, Philippines, and to evaluate those interrelationships. The
subjects consisted of 83 children (41 six-year-olds and 42 twelve-year-olds) enrolled in public schools and 97
children (47 six-year-olds and 50 twelve-year-olds) enrolled in a private school. In both of six-year-olds and
twelve-year-olds, the caries prevalence (calculated by prevalence rate of persons with df and DMF tooth,
respectively) of private-school children was lower than that of public-school children, but was higher compared

with that in developed country. The public-school children had a possibility of the growth delay by comparison of
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their height. There were a lot of underweight body for public-school children, and private-school children tended

to be obesity contrastively. The private-school children and their guardians had knowledge in oral health better

than them of public schools.

Differences of the knowledge level were greater between the guardians.

In the

group of six years-old, associations with caries prevalence or experience were found for height, and presences of

toothache and recent dental visits in their guardians. In the group of twelve years-old, the caries prevalence was

associated with educational background of their guardians.

In conclusion, our results demonstrated that the

various social differentials about guardian's educational background and educational environment exist between

public and private school. These differentials might have an influence on caries prevalence and healthy awareness

for school children.
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