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Abstract

Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) of the lower gingiva is the second most common oral cancer in Japan,
accounting for about 20% of oral cancers. The treatment result of patients with SCC of the lower gingiva is
relatively better than other site of oral cancer. We repot treatment result of the forty-two patients, consisted of 23
men and 19 women,with SCC of the lower gingiva who had presented to our department between January 1995
and December 2008. Thirty-nine patients were treated definitively by surgery with or without chemotherapy and
radiotherapy. Twenty-six out of the 39 patients had reconstructed of the mandible with various methods. Eighteen
(69.2%) were reconstructed with titanium plates and 6 (23.1%) were free vascularized bone flap. The 5-year disease
specific survival rates of T1, 2 (n=23) and T3, 4 (n=19) were 84.6% and 77.2% (P=0.220), respectively, and stage
LII (n=16) and stagell, IV were 84.4% and 79.1%, respectively (P=0.384). Local recurrence and subsequent
cervical lymph node metastasis were observed in ten patients. In all cases with local recurrence, relapse developed
in the soft tissue adjacent to the soft-tissue surgical margin. In 9 recurred patients who had performed salvage
surgery were carried out, and subsequently, 7 were successfully salvaged. For obtaining the better outcomes,clear
soft tissue surgical margins and early detection of local recurrence and subsequent neck metastasis that are in

resectable are essential.
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