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A Contrastive Study of Complex Predicates in Japanese and Chinese:
Focusing on Purposive Complex Predicates
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This paper provides a contrastive study of purposive complex predicates in Japanese and
Chinese. Purposive complex predicates consist of a purpose element and a motion verb.
The two languages in question, however, show differences in the syntax and semantics of
purposive complex predicates. First, the Japanese purposive complex predicate is
constructed by the structure “a purpose element with the dative particle ni plus a motion
verb,” while the Chinese equivalent is made of “a motion verb plus a purpose element.”
Second, the purpose element in Japanese purposive complex predicates can be a simple
or compound verb, a causative or passive verb, or an action noun. However, the purpose
element of the Chinese purposive complex predicates is limited to simple or compound
verbs. Third, interpretation of Japanese purposive complex predicates is the same
regardless of the positions of location nouns or co-participants, while interpretation of
Chinese purposive complex predicates differs according to syntactic structure. Fourth, the
purposive complex predicates of the two languages show differences in the way in which
they imply accomplishment of purpose. In Japanese purposive complex predicates, it is
not obvious whether the purpose action is completed (in other words, this depends on
context), whereas in Chinese purposive complex predicates the accomplishment of the
purpose action is determined by the position of the perfect particle le. Thus, syntactic
structure is strongly related to semantic interpretation of Chinese purposive complex

predicates.
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