B hEEDIERFIERX & EDBRIERXDORER ¢

A Contrastive Study of Permissive and Peripheral Causative Constructions
in Japanese and Chinese

B 'R F
ZHAO Rongjunzi

This paper provides a contrastive analysis of causative constructions in Japanese and
Chinese according to the intentionality of the causer and causee. The investigation shows
differences in the syntactic and semantic features of typical causative constructions,
permissive causative constructions, and peripheral causative constructions. In conclusion,
Chinese causative sentences do not imply the realization of the action by the causee,
contrary to Japanese causative sentences. The clearest difference between Japanese and
Chinese is shown in peripheral causative constructions. Chinese does not use causative
expressions for situations that Japanese peripheral causative constructions describe. Time
adverbs also highlight differences between the two languages. Japanese allows two types
of interpretation: a certain time point at which the action starts or when the action is
completed. However, in Chinese, the only possible interpretation is that the action should

be performed before a certain time point.
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