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A Contrastive Study of Numeral Classifiers in Japanese and Chinese:
Discussion on Definition and Subcategorization
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This paper provides a contrastive analysis of numeral classifiers in Japanese and Chinese
and clarifies the differences in their possible coverage in the two languages using syntactic
and semantic criteria. First, it offers a definition of numeral classifiers in both Japanese
and Chinese. Second, it examines the subcategorization of numeral classifiers and
compares their coverage in both languages. There are two types of Japanese numeral
classifiers: ordinal and quantity. In contrast, Chinese has only ordinal numeral classifiers.

Therefore, Japanese numeral classifiers cover a wider range than Chinese classifiers.
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