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A Contrastive Study of the Japanese Complex Postpositions ni kansite and
ni tsuite and Chinese Complex Prepositions guan yu and dui yu

m o BA BE
SHANG Minghui

This paper provides a contrastive study of Japanese complex case particles and Chinese
complex prepositions, particularly focusing on the difference between ni kansite and ni
tsuite of Japanese, and guan yu and dui yu of Chinese. Japanese postpositional phrases are
more flexible in terms of syntactic structure. In contrast, Chinese prepositional phrases are
placed between the subject and the verb. When a prepositional phrase is placed before the
subject, a pause must be placed after the prepositional phrase. When taking a clause as a
topic, Japanese simply uses the topic particle wa after a postpositional phrase, whereas
Chinese uses an adnominal clause and a noun. The selection of complex prepositions is

determined by the semantic relationships between the noun and the main predicate verb.
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