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A Contrastive Study of Benefactive Auxiliary Verb Constructions in 
Japanese and Chinese Focusing on Beneficiency  

 

ZHAO Rongjunzi 
 

This article provides a contrastive analysis of benefactive auxiliary verb constructions in 
Japanese and Chinese. The investigation shows the differences in the syntactic and 

semantic features between the Vte-kureru, Vte-ageru, and Vte-morau constructions in 

Japanese and the V-gei construction in Chinese. Although previous studies have focused 
on the perspectives of voice or other-benefactive sentences, the differences between 

Japanese and Chinese, especially in self-benefactive sentences that bring positive 

outcomes to the subject, have remain unexplored. This article examines the syntactic 
aspects of Japanese and Chinese benefactive auxiliary verb constructions, such as person 

restriction in subjects and the obligatoriness of indirect objects. It further explores 

semantic features such as the volitionality of the giver, intentionality of the giver, and 
predictability of the action. Additionally, it is argued that Japanese and Chinese greatly 

differ in the expressions of other-benefactive, malfactive, and self-benefactive 

constructions in the intentionality and causativity of the giver.  

 

Keywords: Benefactive auxiliary verb constructions, Beneficiency, Volitionality of giver, 
Self-benefactive
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