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217  
A Comparison of the Basic Vocabulary of Kyrgyz and Altai: 

The 217-item Basic Vocabulary List  
 

AKMATALIEVA Jakshylyk 
 

This paper compares the basic vocabulary of Kyrgyz and Altai, which belong to the 
northwestern and northeastern groups of Turkic languages, respectively. Many studies have 

pointed out the similarities between Kyrgyz and Altai (Baskakov 1958, 1966; Batmanov 

1959, Tenišev 1997, Johanson 1998, 2021). However, we still do not know the specifics of 
how these two languages changed historically. Therefore, this paper presents the 

similarities and differences in the basic vocabulary of Kyrgyz and Altai. Our research was 

carried out using the Linguistic Questionnaire for Asia and Africa (2), which was 
developed by the Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo 

University of Foreign Studies (1979). We focused on basic vocabulary (217 words) because 

it comprises fundamental words for which there are expressions in every language, such as 
those for “water,” “hands,” and “mountains.” It is also assumed that basic vocabulary is 

not borrowed and is relatively unchangeable. 
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1  

Аа a [ɑ]  Пп p [p] 

Бб b [b]  Рр r [r] 

Вв v [v]  Сс s [s] 

Гг g [ɡ], [ʁ]  Тт t [t] 

Дд d [d]  Уу u [u] 

Ее e [e]  Ү ү ü [y] 

Ёё yo [jo]  Фф f [f] 

Жж ǰ [dʒ]  Хх x [x] 

Зз z [z]  Цц ts [ts] 

Ии i [i]  Чч č [tʃ] 

Йй y [j]  Шш š [ʃ] 

Кк k [k], [q]  Щщ šč [] 

Лл l [l]  ъ   

Мм m [m]  Ыы ï [ɯ] 

Нн n [n]  ь   

ң ŋ [ŋ]  Ээ ĕ [e] 

Оо o [o]  Юю yu [ju] 

Өө ö [œ]  Яя ya [ja] 

 
2.2  

a, ï, e, i, o, u, ö, ü 8 aa, ee, oo, uu, 
öö, üü 6 i ï 2
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2  

ǰan  ǰaan  

er  eer  

tok  took  

kur  kuur-  

sök  söök  

ǰündü  ǰündüü  

 
 

 
 

 
3  

 
б в г д ж з й л м н ң р 

[b] [v] [ɡ/ʁ] [d] [ʤ] [z] [j] [l] [m] [n] [ŋ] [r] 

 
к п с т ф х ц ч ш щ   

[k/q] [p] [s] [t] [f] [x] [ʦ] [ʧ] [ʃ] [ʃʧ]   
 

в, ф, ц, щ  

 
2.3   

37 1
ж j ж

j[dʒ] jол эjе

ж[ʒ] кижи
жюри  
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4  

Аа a [ɑ]  Пп p [p] 

Бб b [b]  Рр r [r] 

Вв v [v]  Сс s [s] 

Гг g [ɡ], [ʁ]  Тт t [t] 

Дд d [d]  Уу u [u] 

Jj ǰ [dʒ]  Ӱӱ ü [y] 

Ее e [e]  Фф f [f] 

Ёё yo [jo]  Хх x [x] 

Жж ž [ʒ]  Цц ts [ts] 

Зз z [z]  Чч č [tʃ] 

Ии i [i]  Шш š [ʃ] 

Йй y [j]  Щщ šč [ʃʧ] 

Кк k [k], [q]  ъ   

Лл l [l]  Ыы ï [ɯ] 

Мм m [m]  ь   

Нн n [n]  Ээ ĕ [e] 

ҥ ŋ [ŋ]  Юю yu [ju] 

Оо o [o]  Яя ya [ja] 

Öö ö  [œ]     

 
2.4  

a, ï, e, i, o, u, ö,ü 8
aa, ïï, ee, ii, oo, uu, öö, üü

5  
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5  

kan  kaan  

ïrïs  korïïr-  

er  eer  

kir  ǰiit  

ot  sook  

ulus  ǰuu  

özök  örgöö  

kün  küün  

 
 

6  

 
б в г д j ж з й л м н ҥ р 

[b] [v] [ɡ/ʁ] [d] [dʒ] [ʒ] [z] [j] [l] [m] [n] [ŋ] [r] 

 
к п с т ф х ц ч ш щ   

[k/q] [p] [s] [t] [f] [x] [ʦ] [ʧ] [ʃ] [ʃʧ]   
 

в, ф, ц, щ  

 
3  
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7  

47 32 12 2 1 

18 8 7 3 0 

35 22 5 3 5 

44 17 10 7 10 

16 11 3 0 2 

10 3 2 1 4 

42 21 7 3 11 

5 2 0 0 3 

 217 116 46 19 36 

 
3.1. 47  

47 32

12

 

 

8 32  

 baš baš 

 čač / kïl čač / kïl 

 maŋday maŋday / čeke  

 kulak kulak 

 ĕrin ĕrin 

 til til 
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 tiš tiš 

 ĕĕk ĕĕk   

 ǰaak ǰaak 

 čïray / ǰüs čïray / bet 

 tamak tamak 

 iyin iyin 

 arka arka 

 bel bel 

 kӧčük  kӧčük 

 tӧš tӧš 

 ĕmček  ĕmček 

 ič ič 

 kindik kindik 

 kol kol / bilek 

 kol kol 

 tïrmak tïrmak 

 but but 

 tize tize 

 ter ter 

 kir kir 

 iriŋ iriŋ 

 čač / kïl / tük čač / kïl / ǰün /tük 

 kan kan 

 sӧӧk sӧӧk 

 ĕt ĕt   

 ǰaš ǰaš 

 

9 12  

 kӧs kӧz 

 tumčuk murun / tumšuk 

 oos ooz 

 čelekey šilekey 



 13  
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 sagal sakal / murut 

 moyïn moyun 

 buur boor 

 ǰürek ǰürӧk 

 ičege ičegi 

 tere teri 

 üs / sarǰu uz / sarï may 

 čaganak / čaŋčak čïkanak 

 
9

z kӧz ooz

s kӧs oos  
š tumšuk šilekey

č tumčuk čilekey 1

č ičegi čïkanak č
ičege čaganak  

ĕĕk söök buur

boor  
 

10 2  
 
 

 

 
 

2

kabak kabak
kaš  

ĕt-sӧӧk ĕt

sӧӧk
dene  

 
1 š č š š

beš ǰaš taš kuš  

 kabak kaš cf. kabak  

 ĕdi-sӧӧgi / ĕt-sӧӧk dene cf. et söök
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11 ×1  
 

 
 

sabar
 

 

3.2. 18  
18 18

 

 
12 8  

 ĕr/ ĕr kiži ĕr / küyӧӧ 

 ĕne ĕne 

 uul uul 

 bala bala 

 küčük, kulun küčük, kulun 

 aka / aga aka / aga 

 ĕǰe ĕǰe 

 akalar, karïndaštar, aka-
karïndaštar 

akalar / agalar 

 

13 7  

 ada ata 

 ǰaana / tayna/ taay ĕne tayene / tayna / čoŋ ĕne 

 kïs kïz 

 tayda / taay ada/ ulu ada  čoŋ ata / tay ata / tayta 

 iyin / karïndaš ini 

 sabar manǰa 
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 sïyïn / karïndaš siŋdi / karïndaš 

 ĕǰe / sïyïn / ĕǰe-sïyïndar ĕǰe-siŋdi 

 

taay ĕne
taay ada tayna tayda

 

 

14 3  

 üyi / üy kiži ayal 

 uulïnïn uulï nebere / uulunun uulu 

 bile üy bülӧ / bülӧ 

 
üy kiži

üy kiži

 
uulïnïn uulï

uulunun uulu nebere

 
bile üy bülӧ

 

karïndaš
karïndaš karïn

karïn -daš karïndaš

karïndaš

karïndaš
 

 

3.3. 35  
35 22
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15 22  

 bir bir 

 eki eki 

 üč üč 

 tört tört 

 beš beš 

 altï altï 

 ǰeti ǰeti 

 on on 

 kanča kanča 

 kanča kanča 

 ǰarïm ǰarïm 

 ǰaš ǰaš 

 ay ay 

 ǰïl ǰïl 

 taŋ erteŋ  taŋ / erteŋ menen 

 tün keč / tün 

 erteŋ erteŋ 

 bügün bügün 

 kačan kačan 

 saat kanča saat kanča 

 saat  saat / ubakït 

 kat ǰolu, kat 

 
16 5  

 segis segiz 

 togus toguz 

 ǰirme ǰïyïrma 

 ǰüs ǰüz 
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 keče kečee 

 
3.1 z segiz

toguz ǰüz s segis togus

ǰüs  
 

17 3  

 ĕmdi / ĕmi azïr / ĕmi 

 bir kanča bir az 

 kün kündüz / tüš 

 

ĕmdi / ĕmi

azïr  
bir kanča bir az kanča

 

kün kün
kündüz / tüš

 

 

18 ×5  

 kažïla kün kününӧ 

 nedele ǰuma 

 eŋir / bozom kečkurun / kečinde 

 bastïra / üze baarï / büt 

 too san 

 

5

nedele ǰuma
too  
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3.4. 44  
44 17 7

10

 

 

19 17  

  ǰalbïrak ǰalbïrak 

 kӧl kӧl 

 suu suu 

 suu suu, darïya 

 taš taš 

 ǰer ǰer, topurak 

 kül  kül 

 ot ot 

 bulut bulut 

 tuman tuman 

 kar kar 

 kün kün 

 ay ay 

 kün kün 

 talaa talaa 

 kӧlmӧ / kičine kӧl  kӧlmӧ  

 ïš ïš / tütün 

 

20 10  

   kutuk kuduk 

 budak butak 

 üren / kuzuk ürӧn / ǰemiš 

 üren ürӧn / tukum 
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 tüs ǰer tüz ǰer / tüzӧŋ 

 ǰaŋmïr / ǰaaš ǰamgïr / ǰaan 

 ǰïldïs ǰïldïz 

 kӧlӧtkӧ kӧlӧkӧ 

 tuu too 

 mus / tooš / mӧŋkü muz/ mӧŋgü 

 

21 7  

 sap sabak 

 čeček gül 

 kïrtïš kabïk 

 salkïn šamal 

 ӧlӧŋ čӧp 

 budak sӧŋgӧk 

 teŋeri / teŋri asman / teŋri 

 

kïrtïš

salkïn
budak

 

 

22 ×10  

 agaš darak 

 tazïl tamïr 

 aral tokoy 

 arka / ǰïš  tokoy 

 talay deŋiz 

 ortolïk aral 

 tobïrak / toozïn čaŋ 



 

- 16 - 

 soloŋï asan-üsӧn 

 ris ǰalaŋ kürüč talaasï 

 kumak kum 

 

10

aral tobïrak
 

 

3.5. 16  
16 11

2  

 
23 11  

 kuš kuš / čïmčïk 

 uy / buka uy / buka 

 ǰïlan ǰïlan 

 kurt kurt 

 čïmïn čïmïn 

 balïk balïk 

 koy / irik koy / irik 

 at at 

 čočko čočko 

 mal mal / ǰanïbar 

 krab krab 

 

24 3  

 iyt it 

 biyt bit 

 kïmïska / čïmalï kumurska 

iyt biyt it bit
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y

25 2  

 tomonok čirkey 

 sekirtkiš bürgӧ 

 

3.6. 10  
10 3

4  

 
26 3  

 ĕt ĕt 

 ǰïmïrtka ǰumurtka 

 porošok porošok 

 

27 2  

 arakï arak 

 tus tuz 

 

28 1  

 kursak tamak 

  

  kursak
kursak  

 

29 ×4  

 ris kürüč 

 amtan daam 
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 takaa took 

 sarǰu sarï may 

 
3.7. 42  

42 21

11  

 
30 21  

 ǰït ǰït 

 kanat kanat 

 uya uya 

 bïčak bïčak 

 kïlïč kïlïč 

 ǰaa ǰaa 

 učuk ǰip / učuk 

 iyne iyne 

 kiyim kiyim 

 kuyruk kuyruk 

 čač / kïl / tük čač / kïl / ǰün /tük 

 taar baštïk kap / baštïk / taar baštïk 

 kazan kazan 

 kazan / ayak kazan / kazan-ayak 

 üy / ayïl-ǰurt üy / ayïl-ǰurt 

 keme keme 

 akča akča 

 ǰol ǰol 

 kuvšin / vaza karapa / vaza 

 goršok karapa / goršok 

 mašina mašina 
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31 7  

 tumčuk tumšuk 

 müüs müyüz 

 miis miz 

 baalu teri baaluu teri 

 ĕžik ĕšik 

 težik, ǰïrtïk tešik, ǰïrtïk 

 buuš boo 

 

ž ĕžik težik

š ĕšik tešik  
 

32 3  

 neme buyum / neme / nerse 

 ĕm darï / ĕm 

 saadak ǰaa / saadak 

 

neme ĕm saadak
 

 

33 ×11  

 taŋkï tameki 

 taakï kanat 

 agaš tayak 

 ǰïda nayza 

 čaazïn kagaz 

 šuun tor 

 buu / kanat arkan 

 erlen üydün tӧbӧsü / krïša 

 kӧznӧk tereze 
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 kür kӧpürӧ 

 stene dubal 

 

3.8. 5  
5 3

 

 
34 2  

 ooru ooru 

 iš / kerek iš 

 

35 ×3  

 šïrka / balu ǰara 

 aŋdaar aŋ / mergenčilik 

 bile bülӧ / nike 

 

217 116

46 19

36

217 161 4 3

 
 

4  
217
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