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Abstract

This study is a comparative analysis of the similarities and differences of passive sentence types in
Japanese and Chinese from grammatical and semantic perspectives. First, the author classifies the
passive sentences of both languages into three types: direct passive, middle passive, and indirect
passive. Direct passive in Japanese and Chinese demonstrates the difference in the position of the
negative elements and the semantic functions of the actor and the patient NPs. Middle passive is a
construction where the subject is a body-part, a relative, or a possession of the patient NP. Middle
passive in Chinese is less productive than that in Japanese when the subject is a body-part. Japanese
also has indirect passive sentences. Chinese lacks the indirect passive, and instead utilizes
verb-resultative construction or a modal complement in simple sentences and the combination of active
and passive clauses in complex sentences. Lastly, this paper points out that the Japanese indirect
passive sentences obligatorily have adversative meaning. The direct and middle passives may have

adversative meaning according to the lexical meaning of the predicate verb.
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