
- 51 - 

A Contrastive Study of Voice in Japanese and Chinese: 
Grammatical and Semantic Properties of the Direct Passive Sentence 

 

ZHAO Rongjunzi 
 

This paper provides a contrastive analysis of direct passive sentences in Japanese and 

Chinese. In both languages, direct passive sentences can be classified into two types:

typical direct passive and impersonal direct passive. The investigation shows the following 

differences in the syntactic and semantic features of the direct passive sentence in the two 

languages. First, Japanese direct passive sentences are constructed by the addition of the 

suffix -(r)are-ru to the verb stem. In Chinese, direct passive sentences contain the aspectual 

particles le, zhe, or guo. In addition, Chinese direct passive sentences often require a verb-

resultative (VR) construction based on the pragmatic condition. Second, the agent is 

introduced by the particles ni, niyotte, or kara in typical direct passive sentences of 

Japanese. In Chinese, on the other hand, the passive markers bei and gei may appear even 

when the agent is not explicit in the passive sentence. Third, the Japanese direct passive is 

divided into two semantic types: event prediction and property prediction. In contrast, 

Chinese direct passive sentences describe the results of the event. Fourth, the Chinese 

direct passive is less restrictive than that of Japanese in terms of the animacy of the subject 

and agent; Japanese direct passive is not natural when the subject is inanimate and the 

agent is animate. Last, this paper points out that there are seven major types of predicate 

verbs that appear in direct passive sentences in both Japanese and Chinese: thinking verbs, 

speech-act verbs, emotional verbs, creating verbs, physical contact verbs, movement verbs, 

and giving and receiving verbs. 
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