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Recent Problems on Biliary Tract Cancer
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Epidemiology on Biliary Tract Cancer in Japan

Kazuo ENDOH

Department of Hygiene and Preventive Medicine,
Niigata University School of Medicine
(Director: Prof. Masaharu Y AMAMOTO)

The epidemiologic studies on biliary tract cancer (BTC) have been conducted in our

laboratory for last decade.

The trigger which evoked our study was the fact that Niigata

Prefecture where we live has the highest mortality from BTC among 47 prefectures in

Japan. Although the proportional mortality ratio of BTC was only 5.46 % among all sites

of cancer in 1990, we think BTC is worthy to be investigated from an epidemiologic point

of view, since its geographical distribution of death shows quite a characteristic clustering

pattern'’.

It is main purpose in present paper to review the results accumulated in our

laboratory from the flow of epidemiologic study cycle?’.

Key words: biliary tract cancer (BTC), standerdized mortality ratio (SMR), risk factor,

birth cohort analysis, multi-factorial theory
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DRwl3 (w6)| 1 (2.6%)|4 (12.5%)| 0
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