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Regulation of Pericyte Function by Vascular Endothelial Cells
— In the Glomerulus as a Representative Microvasculature —
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Niigata University School of Medicine

In the glomerulus, the endocapillary region is a closed space surrounded by the glomerular
basement membrane comprised of a capillary lumen, endothelial cells, mesangial cells and

mesangial matrix.

communication circuits between vascular endothelial cells and mesangial cells.

Here, we will present experimental data showing the significance of

Finally,

we will introduce our working hypothesis that loss of morphological and functional regulation
by endothelial cells leads to mesangial cell dysfunction, followed by the pathological changes
such as proliferation, enhanced extracellular matrix synthesis or deposition in the endocapillary

region.
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glomerular sclerosis
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