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Current conception of the reconstruction for the defects
following oral cancer ablation

Izumi MATAGA
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 1T,

School of Dentistry at Niigata, The Nippon Dental University
(Director: Prof. Izumi MATAGA)

Abstract: Current conception and problems of the reconstructive procedures for both
soft and hard tissue defects following oral cancer ablation have been introduced in this
session. Total number of 137 flaps in 112 patients, 86 males and 26 females, reconstructed
by major flaps such as musculocutaneous and osteocutaneous flap following radical resection
with neck dissection and bony resection for oral cancer ablation in the Second Department
of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, School of Dentistry at Niigata, The Nippon Dental
University Hospital during ten vears, from 1977 to 1996, have been retrospectively discussed.
In recent, revascularized cutaneous flaps such as forearm, rectus abdominal flap and
revascularized osteocutaneous flaps such as iliac, scapular and fibular flaps have applied
more than pedicled cutaneous or musculocutaneous flaps such as forehead, deltopectoral,
pectoral major musculocutaneous and latissimus dorsi flap because of easy reform for both
defects of soft and bony defects by one stage, flexibility of designing and also no bone
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resorption is detected under the long term observation. After reconstruction, dental implant

has been employed in the grafted bone and residual maxillo-mandibular bone for the

masticatory and phonetic rehabilitation.
the quality of life of oral cancer patients.

Functional reconstruction is a big challenge for

Key words: oral cancer, reconstructive surgery, functional reconstruction
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