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Characteristics of Japanese Hepatocellular Carcinoma

Masao OMATA

Department of Gastroenterology,
University of Tokyo

Recent increase of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is so noticeable, in that hepati-

tis C virus (HCV) infection contributes to the majority (83%) of the neoplasm. Pro-

spective follow-up study indicates C—viral HCC develops stepwise depending upon the

degree or stage of liver fibrosis. Thus, we can predict the chance of developing the neo-

plasm by liver biopsy staging in C—viral chronic liver disease. Recent introduction of

Interferon revealed HCV could be eradicated in 30% of those treated, and reduction in

the HCC occurrence among them was demonstrated. These results clearly indicate that,

by combining meticulous interventional and medical treatment for HCC and anti-viral

therapy for the virus, future development of HCC could be drastically reduced in our

country.
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