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Minimally Invasive Surgery in Urology
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There were three big waves of minimally invasive surgery in the urological history.

The first was the transurethral endoscopic surgery, and the second was the treatment

for the urolithiasis including the percutaneous nephrolithotripsy, transurethral uretero-

lithotripsy, and extra corporeal shock wave lithotripsy.

They have been already ac-

cepted as standard operations. The last one was laparoscopic surgery that was intro-

duced in 1990s. Many laparoscopic surgeries have been tried, but there are some proce-

dures that are accepted as standard operations at present.
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