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Abstract

The rheumatic measure special committee of the Ministry of Health and Welfare administered
the interim report about planning for the future rheumatic medical treatment in 1990. Based on
the result, the private examination committee comprising representatives of the Japan
Rheumatism Association, the Japan Orthopaedic Association, and the Japan Rheumatism
Foundation proposed "the reform bill of rheumatic medical services organization" in 1991.

The main points of the reform bill were establishment of rheumatic medical services organiza-
tion focusing on primary physicians. In the organization, a local rheumatic special hospital
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(rheumatic center) has the roles of logistic support hospital and information/training center. In

this network, primary physicians, logistic support hospitals and rheumatic centers coordinate

hospital - clinic cooperation and hospital - hospital cooperation.

Local rheumatic centers promote home care by cultivation of rheumatic medical specialists,

establishment departments of rheumatism advocacy and public information campaigns.

A new Niigata prefectural rheumatic center is responsible for planning and performing further

training and further research while offering advanced medical care.

Key words: Rheumatoid arthritis, Rheumatic medical services organization, Rheumatic center,

Primary physician, Home care
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