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Abstract

We investigated the prognostic value of lymph node micrometastases in histologically - node -
negative rectal cancer patients who died of recurrence. The 231 lymph nodes from 15 patients
with histologically node - negative rectal cancer who died of recurrence were examined. The
lymph nodes were stained with antibody to cytokeratins 7 and 8 (CAMb5.2) and examined for the
presence of occult lymph node metastases. Micrometastases were detected in 25 lymph nodes
(10.8 %) from 10 (66.7 %) patients. The rate of lymph node micrometastasis was significantly
higher in the male patients, but no significant differences were found in another clinicopathologi -
cal factors. There were no significant differences in recurrence sites between the two groups, and
there were no significant differences between the survival curves of them. The median survival
time was 55 months among the patients without cytokeratin - positive nodes, 38 months among
the patients with 3 or fewer cytokeratin - positive nodes, and 26 months among the patients with 4
or more cytokeratin - positive nodes. The survival time of the patients with 4 or more cytoker -
atin - positive nodes was shorter than among patients with no or 3 or fewer cytokeratin - positive
nodes. In conclusion, 67 % of node - negative rectal cancer patients who died of recurrence had
lymph node micrometastases. The presence of micrometastases may affect the prognosis of rectal

637

cancer.
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