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Abstract

Methicilin - resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) produces toxic shock syndrome toxin
(TSST) - 1, which causes secretion of inflammatory cytokines from human peripheral blood
mononuclear cells leading to shock. We found that macrolides, especially azithromycin, signifi-
cantly reduces the secretion of cytokine (tumor necrosis factor -«) in these TSST - 1 - stimulat -

ed blood cells.
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