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Recent Epidemiological Evidence for the Adverse Health Effects
of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals
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Abstract

More than six years has passed since endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) became one of
great scientific and social concerns. Up to the present, however, little is known whether there is
a causal association between a serious adverse effect on human health and exposure to an EDC.
WHO has concluded recently that the evidence that human health has been adversely affected as
a result of exposure to EDCs is generally weak compared to sufficient evidence for some wildlife
species. On the other hand, in addition to the reproductive effects, the neurobehavioral and
immunological toxicities due to EDCs have become another focus of great concern. In order to
cope with these scientific uncertainties and continuing concerns, epidemiological studies beefed
up with proper study designs on the potential effects posed by EDCs should remain a high global
priority.
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