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The Role of the Department of General Internal Medicine

in the Education of Primary Care

Masahiro YABE

Department of General Internal Medicine, Niigata City General Hospital

Abstract

Primary care is defined as community - oriented health care management. The spectrum of
health care needs and the diseases encountered in community - based clinics are different from
those seen in the hospital setting. Accordingly, the skills acquired by physicians in hospitals, or
university schools of medicine, are different from those doctors who practice in the primary care
setting. Therefore, the hospital - based department of general internal medicine has only limited
exposure to primary health care problems and general education about such issues needs to be

carried out within clinics in the community.
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Role of Medical Association in Primary Care Education
Teizo WATANABE

Consultant of Niigata Health Promotion and Reseach Foundation

Abstract

Since 2000, Niigata Medical Association has participated in the carriculum of early medical
exposure (EME) in Niigata University, and excellent results have been obtained. Next year a
new system for postgraduate medical training will start. The medical association intends to play an
important parts in primary care education and improvement of primary care function in the med-
ical community.

Key words: role of medical association, primary care education, early medical exposure, post-
graduate medical training
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