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Abstract

In order to clarify the present status of neonatal surgery in Japan, a 39 - year retrospective data
of neonatal surgical cases collected by the Japanese Association of Pediatric Surgeons was intro -
duced. A mortality of neonates underwent surgical procedures decreased steadily for the past 39
years to be for the first time less than 10 % in the statistic of 2003. As a recent trend, ratio of low
birth weight infant increased steadily up to 33 % in 2003, although a mortality rate decreased
steadily even in this group. Similar tendency was observed in the statistics in Niigata City area for
the past 30 years. However, mortality rate of low birth weight infants increased in the statistics of
the past 10 years due to the concomitant association of congenital heart disease in this group.
Even though, a progress in the perinatal care of neonatal surgical cases has decreased the mortali-
ty rate, we have to prepare for the high - risk patients characterized by low birth weight and asso-
ciated anomalies.
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