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Abstract

Predisposing factors to MRSA infections, clinical course of patients with symptoms of
MRSA infections, bacteriological characteristics of MRSA isolated and MRSA contamination
in the hospital were studied because of recent prevalence of MRSA infections in inpatients

in our hospital.

- Since 1989, MRSA has been isolated from 11 patients. With the exception of 3 patients
who had been MRSA carriers on admission, all of them were under treatment of oral
malignancies. Old age, long—term of hospitalization, use of indwelling catheters, and
administration of antibiotics ( 8 —lactums) for an extended period were the features
common to most of them. The occurrence of multiple strains like Pseudomonas, Enterococcus,
and other Staphilococcus was another characteristic of MRSA infections and chemotherapy
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- with antibiotics sensitive to these strains were not quite effective. MRSA accounted for
3.3% of total strains and 42.9% of the Staphilococcus strain isolated during the prevalent
period. Including B —lactums, MRSAs isolated during this period_ were resistant to most of
antibiotics and showd the same pattern of sensitivity to antibiotics,indicating the possibility
of hospital-—acquired infection. There was, however, no carrier in the staff members
“studied, but MRSA was detected from MRSA infected patients’ rOoms and the dining room
of the inpatient ward. Education of staff members and patients, routine careful disinfection

procedures, adequate use of antibiotics and isolation of MRSA infected patients are essential

to prevent outbreaks of the infection.
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