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Abstract: Data on dental caries of permanent and primary teeth in first graders (6 — 8 years of age, September
2002) of Alfonso elementary school in Alfonso, Cavite province, the Republic of the Philippines was analyzed (N
= 140, 83.3% of total subjects) . The data were collected from results of caries screening that was carried out
prior to the educational demonstration program of Lesion Sterilization and Tissue Repair (LSTR) . The
prevalence of dental caries in permanent teeth was 19.3%, and that of primary teeth was 66.4%. Mean numbers of
DMFT and deft was 0.41 and 3.85, respectively, minding that children in Philippines may have potential needs for
community-based comprehensive program of dental care and cure program, such as caries control including

school-based fluoride mouth-rinsing for caries prevention of permanent teeth and LSTR to treat decayed teeth.
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