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Abstract

The number of suspected child abuse cases that were reported to child consultation centers
nationwide was 1,101 in 1990; however, it continued to increase rapidly and reached 55,152 in
2010. Needless to say, it is essential for child consultation centers to promptly discover cruelty to
children and to provide appropriate intervention and support in order to secure the human rights
and lives of the abused children and help their healthy growth and development. Meanwhile,
there exist suspected cases that were not reported to the centers because of a lack of definite evi -
dence of child abuse and cases that were reported but were not handled properly by the centers.

From June, 2007, in a former post at Shimane University, and as part of the Shimane Medical
Function Strengthening Project, the author was involved in both the examining of the children
who were reported to or were in the temporary custody of child consultation centers because of
suspected physical abuse or neglect and the issuing of medical certificates ( written opinions)
containing the description and mechanism of their injuries. In Niigata, too, the author has
engaged in examining such children and making diagnoses of their injuries as a member of the
Niigata Professional Committee for the Prevention of Cruelty and Domestic Violence to Children
since April, 2010. It is significant to investigate and record the injuries of abused children from the
viewpoint of forensic medicine in order to: (i) make child abusers recognize their cruelty (sub-
stantiation of cruelty to children) ; (ii) provide reasonable bases for the temporary custody by
child consultation centers or accommodation in foster homes of abused children (assessment evi -
dence for case conferences); and (iii) provide evidence for criminal cases and trials (material to
impose criminal penalties on child abusers). Currently, an external macroscopic examination is
the dominant method to diagnose the injuries of the children. However, in the future, more scien -
tific and objective diagnosis methods must be studied and established by introducing medical
methodology such as ultrasound techniques.
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