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The gaze is visual centerpiece of Shiseido advertising,which exhibits women gazing at
themselves in the mirror for self-inspection,or showcases mirrors reflecting their images to an
external audience-implying the general gaze of society, but also more specifically the inquisitive
gaze of women and the sexualized gaze of men.

While a woman may ostensibly use cosmetics for her health and well-being, fundamentally she
is encouraged to use it to look better,and hence be more appealing to the opposite sex as well as to
her female competition.
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