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Regeneration of a Port City Niigata

The Past and Future of Tohoku
—The Present of One year after the Earthquake Disaster
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Niigata is originally a port city. It was relocated and built as a new town on the present site in 1655, which is typical for port
towns along the northern coast of Japan. About a half of the city area were burnt down by fires in Meiji period. Niigata did not
suffer from major bombing during the WWII. The damage by another fire and an earthquake after the war was limited.
Accordingly many historical building remain in the center of the city. The city is now being regenerated as a unique port city.
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