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Using English Manga as Material for Extensive Reading Program

NARITA Kei-ichi (Faculty of Education)

This paper critically reviews various English materials for extensive reading and exhaustively discusses
their advantages and disadvantages, and then, on the basis of the discussion, argues for the use of English

Manga as material for an extensive reading program. Manga is not only attractive and interesting to students,
but it also has myriads of advantages as reading material. It is demonstrated that English Manga is very easy
for students to read and understand because it originates from their first language's culture and offers visual

cues to facilitate the comprehension of the story. It is also claimed that reading Manga gives students an
unparalleled opportunity to familiarize themselves with diverse colloquial expressions in English. Thus Manga
is shown to be quite suitable for an extensive reading program, where reading for pleasure is the first and

foremost priority. In the implementation of an extensive reading program, we must always bear in mind that
“In the absence of interesting texts, very little is possible” (Williams, 1986).
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1. It can provide 'comprehensible input’
It can enhance learners' general language
competence
3. It increases the students' exposure to the
language
It can increase knowledge of vocabulary
It can lead to improvement in writing
It can motivate learners to read
It can consolidate previously learned language
It helps to build confidence with extended texts
It encourages the exploitation of textual
redundancy
10. It facilitates the development of prediction skills
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L(ight): I'm home.

M(other): Light, is that you?

L: Oh, yeah. Here.

M: Oh, my! You placed first again — and these practice
college entrance exams are nationwide!

L: Uh-hum. Well, I'll be studying so don't bother me,
okay?

M: Okay, dear. Oh, Light. Is there anything you've
been wanting? Anything at all —just let me know.

L: No, Mom.

[Ryuk suddenly appears in Light's room]

R(yuk): You seem to like it.

L: AAARGH ...!

R: Why're you so surprised to see me? I'm Ryuk, the
Shinigami who dropped that notebook. The way
you were acting just now, [ can tell you know it
isn't just any old notebook ... right?

L: A ... Shinigami? I'm not surprised to see you, Ryuk.
... In fact, I've been waiting for you ...

R: Really.

L: Gee, a personal visit from a Shinigami ... very kind
of you ... Not that I doubted this was a "Death
God's Notebook," but ... seeing things with my own
eyes like this lets me act with greater certainty.
Plus, there're some things I wanted to ask you ...

R: Hee hee ... Wow, this is amazing. Gotta say, I'm the
one who's surprised. I've heard of Death Notes
getting down to the human world a few times
before ... But no one's ever done this many in just
five days. Most people would be too scared.

L: I'm ready for anything, Ryuk .. I used the
notebook, knowing it belonged to a Shinigami ...
and now the Shinigami's here ... What happens to
me now ...? You take my soul or something?

R: Huh? What's that? Some fantasy you humans came
up with? I'm not going to do anything to you. The
moment a Death Note lands in the human world, it
belongs to the human world. So it's yours now.

L: Mine ...

R: You don't want it, give it to another human. When
you do, I'll just have to erase all your Death Note
memories.
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S(toner): Emma? What's the matter?

W(lliam): It's been a long time, Madam. It's me,
William Jones.

S: ... Well, I'll be. Yes, it certainly has been a long time.
You've gotten a lot bigger. But that's peculiar ... I
seem to recall you as having a slightly more
handsome face.

W: Um, I believe that's due to just before ...
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