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Development of Agricultural Co-operative Marketing in High Brand Rice Production
Areas: A Case Study of Uonuma Minami Agri. Coop

Hitoshi AOYAGT*
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Summary

In addition to the spread of production target quantity distribution system according to the amount of demand, the
development of agricultural co-operative rice marketing is promoted by diversification of the rice demand of consumers and
its increasing consumption in the food service industry. Therefore, in the principal production areas of rice, the collection
system conforming to the user’s needs and shipping system corresponding to various price ranges are becoming important
techniques of the rice marketing. However, the development state of agricultural co-operative marketing varies with the
conditions of production location or the market conditions facing the agri.coop. Uonuma Minami agri.coop is a pioneer who
has developed the agricultural co-operative marketing in high brand rice production areas. This agri.coop has the staffs
engaging in sales promotion only, and has expanded sale of organic farming rice etc. And based on the quality evaluation of
collected brown rice from farmers, the agri.coop advises improving cultivation to those farmers to guarantee the quality of
high brand rice. However, the classification of collected brown rice or the incentive system to the producer based on quality
evaluation of the rice has not introduced. The reason is because the marketing strategy of this agri.coop is to expand the
stable market for high brand rice “Uonuma Koshihikari” as not the “staple food” but the “special product”.
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