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Huge Ancient Landslides in the Niigata and Hokuriku Districts,
Central Japan
by
Nobuyuki TAKAHAMA

(Abstract) _

The author outlined several huge modern landslides in the northern part of the Central
Japan. They are the 1947 Maseguchi, 1962 —1964 Matsunoyama and Mizunasi, 1964 Kurumie
Kunimi and 1983 Uchiyama landslides and the presently active Takisaka, Tochiyama, and
Kurumi » Kunimi landslides. The areas of the landslides are of the order of 10 m . The
maximum depth of the slip surface is 135m of the Takisaka landslide. The triggers of these
landslides are heavy rain fall, rapid and a greate amount of snow melting, earthquake and
artificial causes, but there are some landslides with unknown triggered. Fortunately, these
landslides had no damage of human life, because of its slow movement. But, they had brought
the severe and big damages of houses, roads, agricultural land, etc..

It is an important fact that they are reactivation of the huge ancient primary landslides.
The present landslides have been strongly controlled by the primary landslides. Therefore,
the investigation of the slip surfaces and cracks originated by primary landslides is a basic

theme for the prediction and countermeasure of the secondary landslides.
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