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Abstract

The Noto Hanto earthquake, which occurred on March 25, 2007, created severe hazardous conditions and resulted

in extensive damage in the northern part of the Noto Peninsula of Ishikawa prefecture, Central Japan.

Over 30,000 Japanese-style wooden houses were damaged. We investigated the damage to Japanese wooden

houses and structures in the Monzen area of Wajima city and the urban area of Anamizu town. Most of the houses

in the Shikaiso, Touge, and Kuroshima districts of the Monzen area are situated on a terrace-formed alluvial cone

formed due to slope failures. In contrast, the urban area of Anamizu town is formed on an alluvial coastal plain that

has low resistance to strong motion. The extensive damage to houses was concentrated in the Touge district of the

Monzen area probably due to the intensive spread of the strong motion from the earthquake source fault. The

damage to the buildings in Anamizu town was caused by the amplification of motion from the earthquake.
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