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Introduction to Japan: A Guidance-oriented Approach
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The purpose of this report is to review the course of “Introduction to Japan” conducted for the
Intensive Japanese Class students in 2004. It is hoped that the paper can provide some basic refer-

ences for the future development of the introductory courses related to Japan and Japanese culture.
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“Indeed the course that you offered has been very informative and fun at the same time. You
should definitely maintain the fieldtrips. You could include though more visuals as documen-
taries, films etc. on Japan but it's preferable that they have English subtitles otherwise it
might be boring for students.”

Student from the Republic of Lebanon

“I think you should keep it up. It was a very good experience for me to see and learn about
Japan by going to different places. It was one of the more exciting parts of the Intensive
Course for me.”

Student from the Republic of the Philippines

“In fact; my most enjoyable thing of that class was that we could have a chance to go to some
Japanese traditional places to get some knowledge.”
Student from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

“I think that the study trip is very important for foreign students in order to know more about
Japan outside the campus. The course should focus on some main points, especially Japanese
culture and religion.

Student from the Kingdom of Cambodia

“The field trips were very useful in learning new things: it’s a more direct approach in the
process of getting to know Japan and its culture. I thought that the subjects, which were very
diverse, were also very interesting. I enjoyed the class very much.

Student from the Argentine Republic
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“I enjoyed all the outer-walls activities we had and reckon that all my classmates will agree

with me. On the other hand, I also felt lack of dynamics in our classes, maybe due to our limit-

ed skills in Japanese language and to the “alienation” process we experienced as foreigners.”
Student from the Federative Republic of Brazil

“The outgoing trip to the museum, recycling factory, NO theater and so on help to build up a
real image about Japan. However, normally the language ability of the students of this course
is still limited, so that it is difficult for us to study such topics like history or religion of Japan,
I suggest that the students should be provided material in both English and Japanese. The
material may be given to students before having an outgoing trip to help them some knowl-
edge in advance.”

Student from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
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