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A Case of Tetanus doubted as TMD

Akiyvoshi TAKEDA, Yasushi OHASHI, Ritsuo TAKAGI, Kazuhiro ONO,
Takeshi MATSUSHITA and Tatsuaki KOBAYASHI

Second Depdn‘ment of Oval and Maxillofacial Surgery,

School of Dentistry, Niigata University
(Chief : Prof. Yasushi OHASHI)

- Abstract
A 66-yeas-old-man came to our clinic complaining of lock jaw. We doubted him as TMD.
But after 7 days the patient presented with the complaints of muscular spasm through of his
body and also unability of walking. According to the clinical symptoms we diagnosed tetanus.
He was transfered to ICU. One month later he was discharged without any complaints. A
tetanus patient shows trismus in the early stage of the disease. It is not a surprise that a patient
suffering from tetanus may initially consult to a dentist.
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