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Abstract : Hypoplasia of primary teeth is rare compared with that of permanent teeth, and the hypoplastic
lesions are usually localized within the enamel and dentin layer. This report describes two cases of severely
affected hypoplastic maxillary primary incisors with exposed pulp. The patients were a 1-year-11-month-old boy
(case 1) and a 2-year-11-month-old boy (case 2).

In case 1, the labial cervical gingiva of the maxillary right primary central incisor was swollen and exte'nded
to the hypoplastic labial surface. After the swollen gingiva was removed surgically,the hypoplastic labial
surface appeared with the exposed pulp. The central incisor was treated by vital pulpotomy. Histological
examination of the removed gingival tissue revealed there were formation of many pieces of dysplastic tooth
elements in granulation tissue at the connecting part with the exposed pulp. The findings suggested that pulp
exposure resulted from focal dental hypoplasia not from resorption of the tooth

In case 2, the maxillary left primary lateral incisor had started to erupt at the age of 2 years 11 months. Most
of the crown was defective and covered with gingival tissue. After the gingival tissue overlying the crown was
removed surgically, small pulp was exposed and the incisor was treated by vital pulpotomy. Histological
examination of the removed gingival tissue revealed granulation tissue . There were no dental tissue such as pulp.
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