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Abstract . Six cases of iatrogenic foreign bodies induced during dental treatment are reported. The patients
consisted of 3 males and 3 females whose ages ranged from 33 to 64 years. All of them were referred to us from
private practiners. Three patients had been informed of foreign bodies by the referring dentists, but the
occurrence of inflammation resulting from foreign bodies was the chief complaints of the 3 other patients. The
foreign bodies consisted of root canal filling material in two cases. They were a fracutured elevator, resin, a
dental implant and alginate impression paste in the other cases. The maxillary sinus was the site of involve-
ment in 4 cases, whereas foreign bodies were found in a mandibular cyst énd in soft tissue close to the mandible.
All occurred on the right side. Antibiotics and other drugs had been administered in all patients. An attempt of
removing the foreign bodies had been performed in vain by the referring dentists in two cases. The patients
- visited us from 3 days to 6 years after the accidents.
Inflammation was present at the sites of foreign body impaction in all cases at the initial examination. All foreign
bodies were surgically removed without complications, but radical operation of the maxillary sinus had to be
performed because of chronic sinusitis in two cases. The importance of adequate information on foreign body

Impaction to patients is stressed.
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