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Statistical study on Japanese Death Certificates
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A total of 452 death certificates were examined and statistically analyzed. They included
234 pathological autopsy cases and 218 official inspection cases. There are two types of Ja-
panese death certificates and each one must be distinguished from the other. A'“Shibou-shind-
ansho” is written when physician see the death and diagnose the cause of death but a “Shi-
taikenansho” is written when a physician inspect the dead body and suspects the cause of
death. The International Classification of Disease (ICD) is very useful when making death
certificates. The diagnoses of “heart failure” and “senility” are often used in Japan but they
must be used discriminately. The number of autopsy cases in Japan including medico-legal
autopsy, pathological autopsy and administrative autopsy is about 45,325 and 6.29% of all
Japanese deaths. Much more autopsy cases are needed to make exact death certificates.
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