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Study on the Complications associated with Endoscopic
Retrograde Cholangiopancreatography (ERCP)

Yoshihiro BABA, Rintaro NARISAWA, Masayuki YAMADA, Yutaka WATANABE,
Mineo TOMISAWA, Toshihiko OZAKI and Fumihiro ICHIDA

The Third Department of Internal Medicine,
Niigata University School of Medicine
(Director: Prof. Fumihiro ICHIDA)

A clinical study was made on the complications with 736 findings of endoscopic retro-

grade cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) examinations in 675 patients performed during the

period from Jan. 1975 to Dec. 1984 at the Third Department of Internal Medicine, Niigata
University School of Medicine and the other hospitals.

A rate of visualization was 93.1% in selective retrograde pancreatography and 83.9% in

selective retrigrade cholangiography, respectively. A rate of visualization was increased in
recent years.
Incidence of clinical symptoms and abnormal laboratory data due to ERCP were as

follows; elevation of the serum amylase level in 12.9%, leucocytosis in 6.5%, abdominal pain

in 3.7%, fever in 3.1% and others, but these abnormal findings were almost transient.

We were experienced 5 patients with acute pancreatitis (0.68% ) and 3 patients with acute

cholangitis (0.41% ) after ERCP, only 2 patients with the latter were performed surgical op-

erations but the remained 6 patients were mild and good prognosis. We were not experi-

enced a died case according to ERCP.

It seems to be important for treatment in severe complications associated with ERCP

take not only medical treatment but also surgical operations and endoscopic retrograde bi-

liary drainage (ERBD), in early stage.
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