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Managements for patients with acute respiratory failure, who admitted to our

emergency care unit from 1983 to 1987, were shown. Seventy two percent of the
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patients were treated with mechanical ventilation. Indication for mechanical ventilation

was failure in oxygenation.

of the patients.

Positive end expiratory pressure was used in about 60%

Types and functions of ventilatory machine used in our hospital were investigated.

Among these, the ventilators incorporated demand valve system (Servo 900B, Bennet

MA-2) were not ac‘iequate for weaning at IMV mode, since the work of breathing

during IMV mode in these machine are greately increased.

Finally, pressure support

ventilation, a new mode for weaning, was presented.

Key words: acute respiratory failure, mechanical ventilation
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