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New Drugs for DIC
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Heparin has long been used for disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC), but

recently some new drugs have become available for DIC.

The concentrate of Anti-
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thrombin I, which is a physiological protease inhibitor, is used in combination with
heparin. Low molecular weight heparin (LMWH) with molecular weight of about
4000~6000 has more anti—X, activity than anti—Il, activity. For this reason, LMWH
has an anticoagulant activity with a low bleeding risk. Synthetic protease inhibitors
(eg. FUTHAN) directly inhibit several protease activities in the absence of antithrom-
binll. Activated protein C inactivates V. and VII, with protein S as a cofactor, and
inhibits plasminogen activator inhibitor. Its concentrate may be effective for patients
with DIC especially caused by endotoxicemia.

DIC is heterogeneous in coagulation-fibrinolysis balance and is associated with vari-

ous diseases, so we must choose suitable drugs for individual patients.

Key words: low molecular weight heparin, synthetic protease inhibitor, activated
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