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Clinical Features of Thyroid Cancer

Kazuya TSUTSUI

Division of Internal Medicine,
Niigata Cancer Center Hospital

The clinical course and prognosis of thyroid cancer completely varies with the his-

tological type.

The well differentiated one can grow in every age braket and females tend to con-

tract it.
all malignant thyroid tumors.

data from its inspection is highly specialized.
phogen metastasis is high, operation is the only therapy.
for 19% of all malignant thyroid tumors.

It grows quite slowly for cancer.

Papillary carcinoma accounts for 68% of

Its diagnosis is easy because the tumor is hard and the

Furthermore, the frequency of lym-
Follicular carcinoma accounts
It is impossible to discriminate follicular

carcinoma from adenoma by any physical inspection because the tumor is mostly soft.

The metastasis is mostly hematogen, and in this case, I-131 is the only therapy.

Anaplastic carcinoma accounts for 8%.

gresses very rapidly and the prognosis is not very positive.

is very effective.

carcinoma.

The eldery tend to contract it. It pro-

But in some cases, CDDP

Most of anaplastic carcinoma are mataplasia from well dofferentiated

Key words: thyroid cancer, well differentiated thyroid carcinoma, anaplastic

thyroid carcinoma
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