270

Wernicke' s encephalopathy. N. Engl. J. Med.,
312: 1035~1039, 1985.

2) WFEAREE, Wz & KadiE s\EBz: £
FEEETHY 2= o TREOEBRKR o, 29:
35~40, 1992.

3) Kramer, J. and Goodwin, J.A.:
encephalopathy. Complication of intravenous
hyperalimentation. J.A.M.A., 238: 2176~2177,
1977.

4) Centerwall, B.S. and Criqui, M.H.:
of the Wernicke~Korsakoff syndrome: a cost-benefit
analysis. N. Engl. J. Med., 299: 285~2889, 1978.

5) Gallueci, M., Bozzao, A., Splendiani, A.,

Wernicke’ s

Prevention

FREFRME 5108 %

FA4E PRE6H4HA

Masciocchi, C. and Passariello, R.: Wernicke
encephalopathy: MR findings in five patients.

Am. J. Neuroradiol., 11: 887~892, 1990.

BE HopLdI¥0E LA ik, ZOMBEIIE
BEFADy v avORTHELTECDILWEELE
T RO TMNUSESE T BEVB LS. MUSER TR
HOBHFERFOF—ABHCEONE LT, E—4F
DES R EHD I b, BIERRERRE
PHRFRBFREORRCESh, PR OTHESOE
BEEBZKE-ThbhEd. 2505 THr HEEC
BnET LN, BEEMOD O, BCHNTHEAE S
s s TRV LET.

Reprint requests to: Shin KOYAMA,

4) PBEAMO B 0F (BT % i)
PR BIIF AL B - AR 1l B

On the Necessity of an Imcrease of the Budget
for National Health Care
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Shibata Hospital

In spite of painstaking efforts to improve their econonic standing, the settled accounts
of 73% of the municipal hospitals in Japan showed a loss for 1992 due to only slight increases
in revenue and considerable increases in costs.

The relatively slight increase in revenus was ultimately caused by frequent cuts in
standard drug prices over past 10 vears. In other words, the frqnent cuts not only reduced
expected drug revenues in individual hospitals but also affected the medical technology
fees. In Japan, these fees have been compensated by the financial resources brought about
by cuts of drug prices.

However, the margin of compensation has also been reduced as the cuts in drug prices
have reached their limit.

Moreover, recent substantial increases in the cost of medical care for the elderly has

placed further demands on the budget for national health care, for which total accounts
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has been fixed for long periods of time by the Ministry of Public Welfare of Japan.

Both the increased demands on the budget for national health care and the stagnant

increase of medical technology fees through the cuts of standard drug prices will inhibit

sound operation and future growth of health care in Japan.

Thus, the author wishes to stress the necessity of a substantial increase of the budget

for national health care.

Key words: budget for national health care, standard drug prices, medical technology fee
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