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A Relation Between The Health Insurance System
and University Hospitals in Japan
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First Department of Internal Medicine,
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At the present time, university hospitals in Japan are facing some difficulties regarding

economic support from health insurance.

In 1971, Japan established an unique health

insurance system: so-called obligatory mutual help medical insurance, and has heen able

to receive a relatively high level of medical care through it.
university hospitals have been able to have a “honey-moon” for about 20 vears.

Under this medical system,

However,

because of the enormous increase of medical costs for the elderly, the relationship between

the two is drastically changing.

have responsibility to develop advance medicine and /or in innovation in a special field,

but the insurance system is only directed at how to deliver standard medical care to all

people.

Year by vear, the gap widens.

In the past decade, most university hospitals had to contend

with the problem of deflated medical costs due to health insurance. Recently, it has become

obvious that there is a clear gap in a view height between the two. University hospitals

To resolve these difficulties, some proposals are

listed here, namely, 1. government assistance for the medical costs of the elderly, 2. fair

financial support of medical options including home-medicine and preventive medicine,

and 3. special consideration of the activities of university hospitals.
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