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with limitted lymph node dissection in patients with early gastric cancer located in the
lower third of the stomach. This procedure is different from conventional subtotal
gastrectomy, and the hepatic, celiac, some gastric branches of the vagus nerve and left
half of greater omentum could be preserved. One hundred sixty-eight patients who underwent
distal subtotal gastrectomy were studied clinico-pathologically. None of the patients with
intramucosal cancer was found to have lymph node metastases regardless of macroscopic
classification, tumor size, or histologic type of cancer. Qut of 77 patients with submucosal
cancer, the incidence of lymph node involvement was 20% in patients with elevated type,
37% with depressed type, and 37% with combined type, according to the macro-scopic
classification of cancer. Nodal metastases were studied in relation to the histologic type
of gastric cancer in patients with lesions involving the submucosa. Twenty-one percent
of the patients with moderately to well-differentiated cancer were found to have metastases,
while 60% of those with poorly to undifferentiated cancer had metastases. However, no
relation was found between tumor size and the incidence of lymph node metastases in
these patients. These results suggest that the right cardiac, left greater curvature, left
gastric, hepatic and celiac lymph nodes could be preserved in patients with early gastric

cancer confined to the mucosa in the lower third of the stomach.

Key words: vagus nerve preserving gastrectomy, lymph node metastasis of early gastric
cancer, histologic depth of invasion
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