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Atmospheric Pressure and Appendicitis

Minoru FUKUDA and Masahiro OTAKE
Department of Surgery, Sakamachi Hospital

The appendectomy was performed on 112 cases during 2 years from February, 1992
to the end of February, 1994. When the relationship to the atmospheric pressure was
examined in these cases, it was foud that there were of mild cases when the atmospheric
pressure was low while there were more of severe cases when it was high. Therefore,
the multivariate analysis was performed for atmospheric pressure, seasons, number of days
from the onset of appendicitis to the operation, age, sex, etc. which may be related to
the onset of appendicitis. The results showed that the atmospheric pressure was the strongest
contributing factor for the severity of appendicitis. As Lingaas, et al. reported in 1987
that the atmospheric pressure influenced the activities of phagocytosis and opsonization
by white blood cells, this study has suggested that the atmospheric pressure may be involved

in the severity of appendicitis.
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Fig. 1 Relationship between Atmospheric pres-
sure and Appendicitis
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Fig. 2 Relationship between Atmospheric Pressure and Ap-

pendicitis
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