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The Present Aspect and Prospect of Home Medical Treatment
and Home Care
— From the View Point of a Medical Association —

M.D. Minoru KAWAUCHI
Niigata Prefectural Medical Association

Since the fall of last yvear the prefectural medical association has set up a study committee
on home medical treatment, carried out a questionnaire survey on methods of responding
to home care at the municipal medical association level, and held several study sessions
concerning the results. As a result, the prefectural medical association has reached the
conclusion that the medical profession should participate in the development of welfare
policies with medical treatment (medical associations) strictly taking the initiative.

(1) Present level of awareness of home medical treatment and home care

Regarding the degree of interest that prefectural citizens have in welfare, including
home medical treatment and home care, surveys by the prefectural government’ s Public
Welfare Department last fall and doctors show that the level of understanding is inadequate.

(2) Response of medical associations

(a) Municipal medical associations will set up study committees on home medical
treatment and actively discuss the situation with local governments.

(b) Medical associations will organize training sessions and study groups concerning
home medical treatment and home care and exchange information with facilities.

(c) Establishment of emergency system in each district (24 hours a day, 365 days a
year); liaison with hospitals and consultation.

(d) Proposals and advice for establishment of visiting nurse stations.
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(3) Response of doctors

(a) Cooperation in cerebral apoplexy information.

(b) Cooperation in cancer registration.

(¢) Understanding and study of new medical insurance system for home medical

treatment.

Key word: development of welfare policies with medical treatment
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