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A Case of Contralateral Pneumothorax Associated with
Pacemaker Implantation Using Screw - in Atrial Lead

Hiroaki Nozaxki, Seiichi MIyAJiMma

Masayuki YAMAURA and Ryu Kazava

Department of Cardiology, Tsubame Rosai Hospital

Abstract

Right pneumothorax is a rare complication with left subclavian approach of permanent pace -
maker implantation. We report 76 years - old Japanese man, who suffered from complete atri -
oventricular block and underwent dual chamber permanent pacemaker implantation. Screw - in
atrial lead was positioned at atrial free wall with good threshold. A day after the implantation, he
had severe chest pain and was diagnosed as right pneumothorax. There were no signs of cardiac
tamponade or pacing failure. Atrial perforation was not apparent in echocardiogram or right atri -
ography. Chest CT revealed air density area in pericardial cavity and mediastinum. This sug-
gested that screw - in atrial lead perforated right pleura through right atrium. This case was treat-
ed by closed drainage successfully without recurrence. We should be careful to implant atrial
screw - in lead and to observe closely after the implantation especially in elderly patient.
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